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ETSI FORMALLY ADOPTS NEW RELEASE OF 
GEM/MHP INTERACTIVE STANDARDS  

 

GEM Replaces MHP As DVB’s Primary Middleware Standard 
 

15 February 2010 – DVB is pleased to announce that the European 
Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI) has formally adopted as standards 
the new release versions of the MHP 1.2.2 (Multimedia Home Platform) and GEM 
1.2.2 (Globally Executable MHP) specifications. This marks the culmination of the 
refactoring work that makes GEM a self-contained specification. GEM now takes 
over the role of DVB’s primary middleware specification, and MHP becomes a 
derived specification based on GEM. 
 
The acknowledged importance of GEM due to its adoption in Blu-Ray, tru2way and 
other Java based TV standards lead to DVB’s decision to make GEM the primary 
middleware specification.  
 
GEM enables the creation of interoperable TV applications, which can run on various 
digital TV devices like terrestrial, satellite and cable set-top boxes, IPTV terminals 
and gateways, and Blu-Ray players. The fact that GEM is essentially network 
independent makes it particularly useful in IPTV and hybrid broadcast/broadband 
environments. 
 
The original GEM specification was initially derived from the MHP specification and 
thus contained references, selections, clarifications and bug fixes to MHP. The 
refactoring of GEM to make it the primary middleware specification simplified the 
formerly complex specification structure.  
 
“The formal adoption by ETSI of GEM as the primary middleware specification 
comes at a time when latest figures show that the deployment of GEM/MHP based 
set-top boxes continues to rise. Latest estimates show the number of devices has 
reached over 50 million clearly demonstrating the market’s commitment to this 
standard for interactivity”, commented Peter Siebert, Executive Director, DVB 
Project. 
 
The MHP 1.2.2 (TS 102 727 v.1.1.1) and GEM 1.2.2 (TS 102 728 v.1.1.1) standards 
are available for downloading at the ETSI website. The standards are also available 
on the DVB’s MHP website (www.mhp.org). 
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Background 
 
The DVB Project 
The Digital Video Broadcasting Project (DVB) is an industry-led consortium of over 
250 broadcasters, manufacturers, network operators, software developers, 
regulatory bodies and others committed to designing global standards for the 
delivery of digital television and data services. DVB standards cover all aspects of 
digital television from transmission through interfacing, conditional access and 
interactivity for digital video, audio and data. The consortium came together in 1993 
to create unity in the move towards global standardisation, interoperability and future 
proofing. 
 
DVB dominates the digital broadcasting environment with thousands of broadcast 
services around the world using DVB’s open standards. There are hundreds of 
manufacturers offering DVB compliant equipment. To date there are over half a 
billion DVB receivers deployed worldwide. DVB standards are also widely used for 
other non-broadcasting applications such as data on the move and high-bandwidth 
Internet over the air. Further information about DVB can be found at: www.dvb.org, 
www.dvb-h.org, www.mhp.org and www.dvbworld.org.  
 
European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI) 
ETSI is a non-profit making organisation whose mission is to produce the 
telecommunications standards that will be used for decades to come throughout 
Europe and beyond.  Based in Sophia Antipolis (France), ETSI unites 889 members 
from 54 countries inside and outside Europe, and represents manufacturers, network 
operators, administrations, service providers, research bodies and users.  
 
ETSI plays a major role in developing a wide range of standards and other technical 
documentation as Europe's contribution to worldwide standardisation in 
telecommunications, broadcasting and information technology.  ETSI's prime 
objective is to support global harmonisation by providing a forum in which all the key 
players can contribute actively. ETSI is officially recognised by the European 
Commission and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA). Information on ETSI 
can be found at: www.etsi.org. 
 
 
DVB and MHP are registered trademarks of the DVB Project. 


